
Will computers replace schoolteachers?

Cash-strapped school districts, from Florida to Washington, have discovered that minimally supervised

students hunched over laptops can outperform their lectured counterparts for a fraction of the cost.

A broader review of research by the U.S. Department of Education in 2009 discovered that “students who

took all or part of their class online performed better, on average, than those taking the same course through

traditional face-to-face instruction.”

As long as schools measure performance simply by rote memorization on multiple-choice tests, no teacher

can compete with instant access to the world’s information. Unless schools change, more and more teachers

will find themselves replaced by computers.

Traditional large-class lectures deliver the same material at the same speed to 30 different young minds.

With Internet-based instruction, the pace of learning can be perfectly tailored to students; they can instantly

explore points of confusion, then return to the primary material without interrupting anyone else. No more

teaching to mediocrity and no more ignoring the least advantaged or the gifted.

Since online teachers are unencumbered by much of the disciplinary and bureaucratic nonsense of

brick-and-mortar schools, they can devote far more time to actual instruction. Fewer teachers are needed to

achieve the same small-class-size effect.

Though teachers like Chris Kirchner of Coral Reef Senior High School in Miami have called Florida’s

e-learning labs “nearly criminal” for removing the human component from instruction, schools teetering on

bankruptcy will reasonably look for cheaper solutions to meet federal funding standards. Simply, interactive

websites and textbooks can teach fractions and the stages of cell reproduction every bit as well as a lecturer.

Traditional instruction dramatically underestimates the percentage of self-starters whose boundless curiosity

has no need for authoritarian direction. In the slums of India, Newcastle professor Sugata Mitra scattered

unsupervised stand-alone Internet stations and challenged eager children to teach themselves. In mere

months, children significantly increased their math, reading and science knowledge, leading one academic

reviewer to conclude that the shocking results were simply “too good to be true.”

Gregory Ferenstein for CNN, June 9, 2011

1. According to the journalist, what are the fields where teachers cannot compete with computers?
Answer the question in your own words. (80 words ± 10%).

2. With reference to your own school experience, do you think it feasible and/or advisable to replace
face-to-face instruction with internet-based schooling? (180 words ± 10%).



Corrigé EXPRESSION ÉCRITE

1. According to the journalist, what are the fields where teachers cannot compete with computers?
Answer the question in your own words. (80 words ± 10%).

Ferenstein claims computers can beat teachers when teaching facts learnt by heart. Indeed, e-schooling may
be more efficient. It relies on the internet instantaneously providing any factual information pupils need. It can
adapt to their levels of achievement, whatever they are, and motivate those who are willing to learn. And as
e-teachers do not run a real class, they are really committed to teaching.
Secondly, e-learning is cheaper. Fewer teachers may address more pupils, which saves money.
So unless the nature of schooling changes, computers will gain ground.

(88 words)

2. With reference to your own school experience, do you think it feasible and/or advisable to replace
face-to-face instruction with internet-based schooling? (180 words ± 10%).

Analyse du sujet
Le sujet découle logiquement du texte qui a été lu sur le même thème. Il est pertinent de montrer qu’on a
compris cela.
Les premiers mots soulignent cependant qu’il s’agit bien là d’un sujet d’expression personnelle. Le choix qui
est laissé entre and et or donne du reste la possibilité de l’interroger soit sur les conditions pour que la relation
professeur-élève soit transposée dans le monde virtuel, soit sur le bien-fondé d’une telle transposition. C’est ce
second point qui a été retenu ici.
Il est enfin impératif de respecter le nombre de mots demandés. Il faudra par conséquent faire le choix de
quelques arguments majeurs, ce qui n’empêchera pas d’organiser le travail en différentes parties, répondant à
une problématique posée en introduction et aboutissant à une conclusion qui réponde à cette dernière.

Proposition A
Potentially cheaper, more efficient online schooling could usher in a new era of virtual education. But are

conventional schools to be ditched, together with teachers?

The internet is already widely used in class, where this unlimited source of information may come to
supplement textbooks. IT also provides teachers with an opportunity to improve their teaching and give variety
to their lessons, preventing pupils’ boredom with engaging and up-to-date teaching materials.

However, replacing face-to-face instruction with internet-based schooling altogether would be unsettling.
Some pupils may lack the self-discipline needed to concentrate, when left to their own devices. Moreover, they
might miss the human relationships, both with their peers, and their teachers.

Indeed teaching is not a mere transfer of information. Only humans know how to teach critical thinking. They
can guide their pupils through cyberspace, helping them spot the difference between real and fake information,
and they also empower them to take up challenges and thrive personally and academically. No robot will ever
do that as well as a human can.

Although computers may definitely supplement education, they cannot play the central role of teaching. So
virtual schooling is not the “silver bullet” some would have us believe.

(197 words)



Proposition B
The sudden and impressive success of MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses), whether they are

proposed by independent organizations or by the most prestigious American colleges such as Harvard, Yale or
the M.I.T., is undeniably revolutionizing education. Yet, actual schools cannot be consigned to oblivion.

Indeed, pretending otherwise is forgetting that school is not merely about learning math or literature.
Studying together teaches children how to behave in society and make friends, but also how to cope with
frustration and anger. To a certain extent, the classroom is kids’ first experience in citizenship.

Besides, a video or a slideshare cannot compete with an experienced teacher when it comes to giving a real
taste for learning. Plato’s dialogues explicitly emphasize the fact that what motivates pupils to learn is primarily
emotion. I doubt whether a computer can truly foster this “love of beauty”.

It is only when individuals are old enough and have already developed a critical mind that internet-based
courses can prove really efficient and fruitful. That is why lifelong learning (1) has been the main target of
MOOCs so far.

Thus, relying solely on the internet to teach children would be ill-advised.

(194 words)
(1) Lifelong learning : la formation continue


